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OPERATORS MANUAL FOR THE

   RTM “Eco Spread ” 

Tractor mounted Spreader
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Thank you for buying the RTM Eco Spread tractor mounted spreader. We hope that it will serve you well for many years to come. 
R T Machinery Ltd. are a family firm who strive to supply good quality machinery and if you have any comments or suggestions regarding our machinery we are always pleased to hear them.
     Richard Taylor

Richard Taylor

Managing Director
1 - General Information

The RTM Eco Spread unit has been manufactured to give a cost effective and reliable service. The product has been designed in conjunction with managers of grounds​​ and green keepers to give the professional user the features that are needed in order to produce the required results.

This manual covers the 2012 on models.

2 - Intended Use for the Product

This product is only intended for sportsfield and fine turf area usage. Soil conditions should be taken into account; whilst the unit has been designed for introducing sand and top dressing for general turf care, extreme or arid conditions may require different equipment. 

Usage of the Eco Spread in such extreme conditions could create unnecessary strain on the unit, linkage and tractor. 

The equipment may only be used on tractors of 30HP or above, with three point linkages and sufficient lift capacity.
Note – the tractor may require additional front counterweights to offset the weight of the spreader unit.
Use on any other substance / medium or for any other purpose is prohibited, and may injure the operator, bystanders and could damage the machine and will invalidate the warranty. Liability will not, under any circumstances, be accepted for misuse, abuse or neglect of or in connection with the product.

E & OE conditions apply to this publication. 
All products are supplied subject to R T Machinery Ltd trading terms and conditions.
CONNECTING TO THE TRACTOR

The Eco Spread can be connected to the tractor using the standard CAT 1

3-point fastening.

It can be connected as follows:

1. The Easy Spread lies horizontally as described on page 9.

2. Drive the tractor carefully in reverse so that the low connection arms can be

connected to the frame.

3. Connect the low connection arms to the 3-point connection plates using the

included pins. 
4. Lock the pins using the included locking springs.

5. Remove the standard topmost connection from the tractor.

6. If the cylinder has not yet been slid out:

a. Connect the hydraulic hoses to the hydraulic output of the tractor.

@ Be sure that the connections are clean.

b. Place the valve handle in position .
c. Sit on the tractor.

d. Start the tractor.

e. Activate the hydraulic output of the tractor.

f. The cylinder slides out.

g. *Switch the tractor off before stepping off it!

7. Fasten the cylinder to the connection point of the tractor. 

8. Position the top cylinder such on the Eco Spread that it can reach its full

work area (depending on the type of tractor). 
9. If this has not yet been done: connect the hydraulic hoses to the hydraulic

output of the tractor.

@Be sure that the connections are clean.

10. Be sure that the connection pins of the 3-point connection are locked.

11. See if any hoses are doubled/jammed.

12. Lift the Easy Spread carefully up to its vertical position by activating the

hydraulic output of the tractor.

*While doing this be sure that the tractor is not damaged if the cylinder

is improperly adjusted. 
13. Check whether the Eco Spread is functioning properly.

3 - Adjustments and Settings

The operational adjustments or settings are controlled by the tractor three-point linkage and top link adjuster. 
NOTE

When carrying out any adjustment observe the prevailing safe working practice and ensure there are no bystanders within 2 meters (6’ 6”) of the equipment.

This product has been designed for ease of maintenance; however it is not maintenance free.

4 - Daily Maintenance

The equipment must be inspected prior to each work period for signs of damage or deterioration.

BEFORE DOING ANY MAINTENANCE: 

Ensure the tractor and unit are:

Parked safely [linkage in lowered “parked” position]
Handbrake on

Engine off – key out

Machine is secured and lowered or locked into an upright working position do not trust the hydraulic services. 
Grease rotor bearings [each end of rotor]

5 - Weekly Maintenance

Follow the daily schedule above and additionally:

Check the safety guards are in place – renew if damaged, bent or missing

Check the frames and guards for damage or wear – renew if required

6 - Annual Maintenance

Check all bearings for wear – renew if in doubt

Check safety guards – renew if damaged, bent or missing

Check the frame for damage or wear – repair or renew if damaged or bent

Ensure all safety / warning decals are fitted, fit new if damaged or missing

Tighten all nuts and bolts

Ensure all controls work correctly, renew or repair all defective parts

7 – Recommended lubricants
A2 EP Bearing grease, or GP machinery grease. 

8 - Operation 

When operating this equipment the area must be cleared of all obstructions and bystanders. It is the responsibility of the operator / site manager to ensure that all underground obstructions are identified and avoided. RTM Ltd will not accept claims for damage or liability caused by striking under or over ground obstructions, pipes, foliage, cables or any other item including living beings.
LOADING THE Eco Spread
The procedure for loading the Eco Spread is as follows:

1. See to it that the Eco Spread is lying in a horizontal position:

. Activate the hydraulic output of the tractor; the cylinder slides out.

2. Let the low connection arms of the lifting unit drop down.

3. Drive the tractor in reverse with the scoop in the material to be loaded.

* Fill from the edge of the pile of the material to be loaded.

* Lifting an excessive quantity of material can damage the Eco Spread.

4. Place the Eco Spread in a vertical position by activating the hydraulic output of

the tractor.

@ While doing this keep the bottom of the Eco Spread on the ground until it

is standing vertically. This results in a better lift load for the tractor.

5. Lift the Eco Spread carefully with the aid of the lifting unit of the tractor.

*If there are doubts about the stability of the Eco Spread – tractor

combination: install front weights on the nose of the tractor.
LOADING THE EASY SPREAD

The procedure for loading the Easy Spread is as follows:

1. See to it that the Easy Spread is lying in a horizontal position:

a. Place the valve handle in position A. (See 1 Fig. 10).

b. Activate the hydraulic output of the tractor; the cylinder slides out.

2. Let the low connection arms of the lifting unit drop down.

3. Drive the tractor in reverse with the scoop in the material to be loaded.

* Fill from the edge of the pile of the material to be loaded.

* Lifting an excessive quantity of material can damage the Easy Spread.

4. Place the Easy Spread in a vertical position by activating the hydraulic output of

the tractor.

@ While doing this keep the bottom of the Easy Spread on the ground until it

is standing vertically. This results in a better lift load for the tractor.

5. Lift the Easy Spread carefully with the aid of the lifting unit of the tractor.

*If there are doubts about the stability of the Easy Spread – tractor

combination: install front weights on the nose of the tractor.

SPREADING

Operating elements:

The following are important with regard to setting the spreading density:

1. The speed of the pulling vehicle.

2. The speed of the rotor / drum.

3. The opening of the shutter application valve plate – threaded adjustment.

Before you can begin spreading, the Eco Spread must be adjusted in a stationary manner for the desired spreading density.

Carry out this procedure on solid ground:

1. Set the desired opening of the shutter application valve plate using the handle. The handle can be positioned in a variance of positions.

2. Set the speed of the drum.

b. Regulate the speed of the rotor / drum infinitely through controlled forward speed of the tractor.  Consistent spreading is controlled by the operator when wheels are in contact with the surface and driving the rotor.  Carefully Lift the Spreader at the end of the application run to disconnect the rotor drive / wheel traction. 
Always operate at a gentle forward speed of no more than 6mph/10kmph

9 - Safety

When working with the equipment, the first and most important consideration of the operator, mechanic or any other person must be safety of oneself and others. 
Safe working practice must be implemented at all times.

The area of operation must be clear of all obstructions, hazards and bystanders.

Operation of this equipment may represent a Health & Safety Risk – implement a safety risk assessment prior to use.

It is important that this equipment is maintained correctly. Neglecting to service and maintain the equipment is a safety risk.
Never use the equipment with the guards removed or the safety switches by-passed.
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The equipment must be made safe before any adjustment or repair is made – no exceptions.
Never be positioned at risk between the tractor and the unit or behind the unit.
To make the equipment safe to work on –

Use safe working practice (conduct a risk assessment
before commencing work)

Find out how to carry out repair before starting.
Do not lift equipment alone, it exceeds maximum weight
for one person to lift safely.

All the securing bolts will require checking to ensure they are tight. In addition it is important to check that the 3 point linkage pins are secured

Ensure all pins and clips are correctly installed and that the blades are secured.
Take extreme care when working with or close to machine when hydraulic ram pipes are disconnected as the machine weight may cause tippage , avoid trap points between tractor and machine and or behind eco spread bucket. 

10 
Help - Contacts

For service or technical information please contact :-
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RTM Ltd.


Phone : (44)(0) 1296 738 197
Hill Farm Buildings

Fax      : (44)(0) 1296 738 888
Nether Winchendon

E Mail  :   info@rtmachinery.co.uk             

Aylesbury


Web :   www.rtmachinery.co.uk
Buckinghamshire

HP18 0DX

11 - The warranty cover

The warranty only applies to the items of RTM  manufacture that fail due to faulty workmanship or materials within the warranty period.

The warranty covers manufacturing or assembly defects in wholegoods which become apparent during the acknowledged warranty period, provided a completed warranty registration has been returned to RTM within 14 days of sale.

Failure to register the machine will invalidate the warranty.

Manufacturing defects in genuine service parts apparent within three months of purchase, provided they are fitted to a standard RTM machine by a competent mechanic.

Claims must be submitted to the supplying dealer within 30 days of repair. Claims outside this time will be rejected.

Warranty does not cover:
Wearing parts – e.g Rotor , Rubber Seals, bearings . These are the responsibility of the customer in all cases

Lubricants and greases are the responsibility of the customer in all cases

The warranty does not cover abuse, misuse, accidental or unintended damage to the equipment. Nor does it cover fire, theft or vandalism. Claims that result from a lack of maintenance or incorrect application or adjustment of the equipment will not be accepted.

Failure due to chemical attack i.e. fertiliser, or unfair wear and tear are not covered by this warranty.

RTM under this warranty will not accept liability for consequential or third party losses or any other costs/claims. This does not affect your statutory rights.
……continued

Failure where the equipment has been modified or changed in any way from the RTM specification or where non-genuine parts of an inadequate quality have been fitted will not be covered by this warranty.

The warranty does not cover unapproved accessories, nor for failures resulting from the fitment or use of these accessories.

Costs incurred in transportation or travel expenses incurred as a result of any failure.

The warranty will not apply if the type or serial numbers have been altered, removed or made illegible in any way.

Failure due to fair wear and tear.

APPENDIX  2
CE Certification
	MANUFACTURER


	
	D.W.TOMLIN

	PRODUCT


	
	ECO SPREAD C/W/3PL

	MODEL


	
	2012 – ECO SPREAD 

	SERIAL NUMBER


	
	As shown on machine

	DIRECTIVES COMPLIED WITH


	
	The supply of machinery [Safety] regulations 1992

EEC 89/392, as modified by Directives 91/386 EEC, 93/386 EEC & 93/44 EEC

	AUTHORISED REPRESENTATIVE


	
	R Tomlin

	POSITION


	
	Partner

	SIGNATURE


	
	[image: image1.jpg]R T





	DATE


	
	03/08/12


APPENDIX  3
Health and Safety Risk Assessment Form
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Health & Safety Risk assessment form    Nº.        .
Mark "X" on the grid below as you see the hazard you are assessing, 1 is low and 10 is high on these scales. Remember to think about different types of hazards i.e. getting caught up, fire, falling, consequences of things going wrong etc. 
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Once action has been taken to make the item safer, do another risk assessment. Keep this form as your record of the assessment made.



APPENDIX 4
Warranty Registration

Please fill in the registration below and send to:

RTM Ltd.

Hill Farm Buildings

Nether Winchendon

Aylesbury
Buckinghamshire

HP18 0DX

Fax      : (44)(0) 1296 738 888
E Mail  :   info@rtmachinery.co.uk

Serial number
is on machine

              plate:

            
What is being assessed :						Date :














How bad could it be if it went wrong ?





How likely is an accident.





Be realistic !





Take the right action to sort the problem.








Mark your X on the grid.





What is the danger :





What needs to be done to make the risk acceptable :





Who is responsible :				Sign:


							Date:





�





Warranty Registration


Your details:





Company / Name	_____________________________________________





Address		_____________________________________________





_____________________________________________�	


______________________ Post code ______________�


Contact number	______________________





Machine details:





Model	/Type		_____________________________________________








Serial Number	_____________________________________________








Date purchased	_____________________________________________

















1
1

